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1.	TITLE





The Society shall be called “Cody Astronomical Society”.





2.	OBJECTIVES





The objectives of the Society are to foster the interests of and educate its members in matters relating to astronomy; and in the furtherance of these objectives, the Society shall, among other things:-





(a)	maintain and enhance the Observatory located in Y65A Building, Cody Technology Park, Farnborough and the equipment housed therein;


(b)	provide access to the Observatory for members and the opportunity for them to make beneficial use of the equipment therein;


(c)	arrange lectures and like occasions open to members which are presented by members of the Society and guest speakers;


(d)	provide opportunities for liaison with other astronomical societies and promote joint events;  and


(e)	arrange visits to events and places of astronomical interest.





3.	MEMBERSHIP





The Society shall consist of a President and Members.





(a)	The President





The President shall be a person of high standing who supports the activities and objectives of the Society.





(b)	Ordinary Members





Ordinary Membership of the Society is open to anyone having normal access to Cody Technology Park, Farnborough, subject to approval by the Committee (Rule 8).





Invited Members





The Committee may, at their discretion, elect to membership a limited number of other persons (Invited Members) whose membership would be beneficial to the Society. Invited Members may attend and speak but not vote at General Meetings.











4.	APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP





4.1	Applications for election to membership of the Society shall be made in writing, signed by the applicant, to the Membership Secretary, who shall submit the same to the Committee for its decision.  Notice of election or rejection shall be sent to the applicant by the Membership Secretary. Every Member shall, on election, be provided with a copy of this Constitution. 





4.2	Membership of the Society shall take effect on receipt by the Membership Secretary of the required subscription.








5.	SUBSCRIPTIONS





Members shall pay an annual subscription to the Society the amount of which shall be determined from time to time at a General Meeting of the Society.  Subject to their annual subscription being paid, all Members shall be entitled to vote at General Meetings of the Society and to receive the full benefits of the Society. 








6.	PAYMENT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS





The first subscription of a Member shall become due to be paid to the Membership Secretary on receipt of a notice of election to membership, and all subsequent annual subscriptions shall become due on 1st September.  The Committee may determine arrangements or amounts due in respect of Members joining the Society part-way through the subscription year.








7.	NON PAYMENT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS





The Committee shall have the power, by resolution, to suspend any Member whose subscription remains unpaid after 1st November from access to any of the benefits of membership until the subscription has been paid or, at its discretion, to terminate the membership of such Member.





8.	MANAGEMENT





The Society shall be managed by a Committee consisting of a Chairman, a Treasurer, a Secretary, a Membership Secretary, an Observatory Co-ordinator, a Health and Safety Officer a Talks Organiser and a Librarian (referred to as ‘the Officers’) and up to three other committee members, all of the Committee being members of the Society.


The Chairman and Secretary shall be Ordinary Members. No more than three Invited Members shall be elected to the Committee








8.2	The Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancies on the Committee until the next Annual General Meeting and to co-opt additional Members as may be necessary from time to time. The quorum at Committee meetings shall be  four and must have a majority of Ordinary Members





9.	FINANCIAL YEAR





The Financial Year of the Society, in respect of which independently audited accounts will be presented at the following Annual General Meeting, shall extend from 1st April in each year to the following 31st March.





10.	MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE





The first meeting of the Committee shall be called by the Secretary (after consultation with the Chairman) not later than twenty eight days after the Annual General Meeting.  Subsequent meetings shall be called by the Secretary as resolved by the Committee or, failing such resolution, at the discretion of the Chairman and the Secretary.  At least seven days before a planned meeting the Secretary shall notify all Committee members of the agenda, date, time and location of the meeting together with a copy of the minutes and actions from the previous meeting.








11.	POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE





The Committee shall have the power:





(a)	to decide any question arising out of this Constitution, to deal with all other matters connected with the Society (except those which can only be dealt with by the Society at General Meetings) and to make, publish and maintain all necessary orders, regulations and procedures in connection therewith;


(b)	to agree Terms of Reference of its Officers and the duties to be undertaken by other members of the Committee;


(c)	to agree in consultation with site management and promulgate to members as Appendices to this Constitution such Procedures (including those relating to Health and Safety in connection with the operation of the Observatory) by which members shall abide in their Society activities.


(d)	to appoint sub-committees and to delegate to such sub-committees any of its powers other then those appertaining to the management of the Society.  Any sub-committee appointed may not continue to hold office after the conclusion of the following Annual General Meeting without its appointment being confirmed by the Committee elected at that Annual General Meeting.


(e)	to determine arrangements or amounts due in respect of Members joining the Society part-way through the subscription year.


(f)	to elect new Members under Rule 3 and to suspend any Member under Rule 7 or otherwise.


(g)	to nominate a President for election at the Annual General Meeting.





12.	BANK ACCOUNT





The Society shall operate a bank account from which no funds shall be withdrawn without the authority of any two of the Chairman, the Treasurer and the Secretary.








13.	EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS





The funds of the Society shall be applied solely to the stated objectives of the Society. No Member shall receive payment directly or indirectly for services to the Society other than for proper costs incurred on the authority of the Committee in purchasing items or defraying other costs for the Society.  Any profit made by the Society shall be re-invested in the Society and shall not be distributed to Members.








14.	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS





14.1	The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held during the months of May, June or July in each year.  





14.2	The Agenda shall include the following items:-





(a)	apologies for absence.


(b)	presentation for approval of the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting and of any Extraordinary General Meetings held since the previous Annual General Meeting.


(c)	presentation by the Chairman of a report on the Society's activities during the previous year.


(d) 	presentation by the Treasurer for approval of the accounts for the previous Financial Year, which shall have been independently audited 


 (e)	elections:


(i)	the President, following nomination by the retiring Committee;


(ii)	a new Committee consisting of the Officers (Rule 8) and up to three other members;


(iii)	a person who shall audit the accounts of the Society, who shall be neither a member of the retiring Committee nor a member of the new Committee;


(f)	any other business.





14.3	Appointments to any positions remaining vacant at the end of the meeting may be made by the new Committee.





14.4	The period of service of those elected at an Annual General Meeting shall be the interval between one Annual General Meeting and the next.








15.	EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETINGS





An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Society may be held at any time at the discretion of the Committee or shall be held within twenty eight days after the receipt by the Secretary of a request in writing to that effect, signed by at least fifteen fully paid-up Ordinary Members.  Every such request shall specify the business for which the meeting is to be convened and no other business shall be transacted.








16.	NOTICES OF GENERAL MEETINGS


 


Notice of every General Meeting, together with its Agenda, shall be sent to each current Member at least fourteen days prior to the date fixed for such meeting.





17.	RESOLUTIONS AT GENERAL MEETINGS





Resolutions, including elections, shall be by ballot or show of hands as may be decided by the meeting.  Unless otherwise provided by this Constitution all resolutions brought forward at a General Meeting shall be decided by a bare majority of the votes properly recorded at such meeting and in the case of equality of votes, the resolution shall be deemed not to have been passed.  If at any General Meeting there be any dispute as to the interpretation of this Constitution the decision of the Chairman shall be final.





18.	QUORUM AT GENERAL MEETINGS





No business, other than the formal adjournment of the Meeting, shall be transacted at any General Meeting (other than the Annual General Meeting) unless a quorum be present and such quorum shall consist of not less than 20% of the number of paid-up Ordinary Members of the Society.





19.	DISSOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY


 


The Society shall only be dissolved by resolution passed by a majority of at least five-sixths of the Ordinary Members present and voting at an Extraordinary General Meeting called for the purpose of considering such dissolution.  In the event of dissolution any balance of cash remaining in hand after the realisation of assets and payment of debts shall not be distributed among Members of the Society but shall be donated to the Civil Service Benevolent Society.





20.	ALTERATIONS TO CONSTITUTION





No alteration to this Constitution shall be made except at a General Meeting in which the proposed alteration is included on the Agenda and the resolution embodying the same is carried by a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes recorded thereon at the meeting.



































